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Award of Excellence Shijo-cho Ofune-hoko Float Machiya, Kyoto, Japan

The renewal of this early 20th-century machiya celebrates Kyoto culture
through the safeguarding of the city’s endangered wooden townhouse
typology as well as the iconic annual Gion Festival. The meticulously
restored building today houses the Ofune-hoko float, itself resurrected
after a 150-year hiatus to regain its place of pride in the annual ritual
parade. Through careful documentation and a light-handed approach to
conservation, the project has transformed a residence to serve a
meaningful communal function in @ manner that has enhanced the ethos
of the historic building. Undertaken by master carpenters in collaboration
with conservation experts, the artful conservation work showcases
innovation within a traditional architectural context. The project sets a
model for its seamless approach to safeguarding built heritage intertwined
with intangible cultural heritage in a mutually enriching way.
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